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The Defence Force Welfare Association welcomes the Prime Minister’s announcements to 

establish a National Independent Commissioner for Defence and Veteran Suicide Prevention, and 

a Families Advocate within the Department of Veterans’ Affairs. 

The National President, Kel Ryan, congratulated the Prime Minister for making some positive steps 

forward in supporting our Defence members, veterans and their families: 

“The poor mental health, physical health and wellbeing of some transitioning veterans far too often 

results in financial distress, homelessness, substance abuse, incarceration and tragically suicide. 

“It is critical the Independent Commissioner and the Families Advocate examine the entire 

spectrum of inter-related and complex issues which impact on the wellbeing of veterans and their 

families. 

“The true impact of the transition process from military service to civilian life demands urgent 

attention,” said Ryan. 

Prime Minister Scott Morrison announced the appointment of a National Commissioner for Defence 

and Veteran Suicide Prevention. The Commissioner will be independent and empowered with 

‘Royal Commissioner-Like’ authorities—to call witnesses, compel evidence and have the remedies 

available to those who will not cooperate. It will extend to the private sphere, to not-for-profits and 

charities as well as government departments including Defence and Veterans’ Affairs. 

The Prime Minister also announced the establishment of the Families Advocate within the 

Department of Veterans’ Affairs. The Families Advocate will assist the families of veterans’ dealing 

with various issues. 
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About 

The Defence Force Welfare Association was established in 1959 for the purpose of promoting and 

protecting the interests and welfare of current and former members of the Australian Defence 

Force, veterans and their families 
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